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CONTRAST OF FORTU

NES—The refurbished St Augustine 1 (above) offers its learners like Hawa (inset

above) a nice environment for learning. Joana (inset below) is not as lucky with the building shown in the
picture below being the best at her school. (Pictures by Mac Neil Kalowekamo)

isecure because it had no land for
cuitivation. Their new home has
plenty fertile land. The family has
cnough food but amenities like a
nvalth centre, water point, market
aid & better school are lacking.
For Joana, going to school is
just u ‘routine short of result-
oriented. She wakes up every
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Hawa beams with confidence to
succeed. Her school is now putting
on a new face thanks to a K280
million financial support from the
Icelandic International
Development Agency (Iceida).

St Augustine 1 is a complete
primary school. It has 22 spacious
modern blocks with 40 decent desks
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There are 50 teachers at the
school with a teacher to pupil ratio
of 1 to 70. Unlike Joana who is
attended to by one teacher once in
a week if she is lucky, tour teachers
mentor Hawa everyday.

Role modelling is one of the
key issues in the promotion of girls’
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For Haw:,

has more
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She

teachers to inspire hivs, hers
none for Joubu, atiother ned. Jo
hier to progross, And the iona
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In two or three yeuars e
Huwa will be a miature vin o

Two., While shc wouid b
advancing towurds « cross hae i
tertiary devel Jowna wouia b
thinking of another scheool
continue her troubled journe,

Currently Mpite 2 has ond,
classes from Standurd ong o o
A pcighbouring tull srimary schioo,
that pupils at Mprti go 1o conitiue
their education 1s Katulio 1018 sy
kilometres away.

Last year aione, close to 3u
children dropped out at Mpu 2
because they could not munuge o
continue thelr eduecution w Kuaulhi
School.

Long distance aside. there ure
two big rivers to cross. During ruiny
season, they swelt and become
impassable. Viltages separated by
the rivers breuk in
interaction. That micans no schoot
for children living on the wrony
sides of the rivers,
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on the move cut ol sl

“Life nowsdnns mocirs s
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kev,” said the ;o
relocated fron: ek
in 2007,
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“The best thinyg i

could give Jouna una wii oy
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children was cducuiion. bul oo
proving difficult.” said the rutner ot
five.

The desperation regisiered on
his face is reul. A quick seuren ro:
alternatives is the only thing he cun
do. But there is none that comes tu
mind.

“We will just leave evervthing
in the hands of God und sce how
things go,” said Menduwu, Her
daughter expects the sume.

When | talked to Joana for the
last time, her face had the same
concern expressed by her father.
Hawa never did. A good school with
all facilities was just a4 dream for

. her but now it is 4 reality.
“I am hungry to do well und |

Lnaw 1 will make it




